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Introduction

Contested divorces can be emotionally draining and financially overwhelming. Limited attorney representation

(LAR), also known as limited scope or unbundled legal services, allows individuals to hire a lawyer for

specific parts of their case, such as document preparation or court coaching, while handling the rest on their

own.

This flexible and cost-effective approach increases access to justice by helping individuals navigate complex

divorce proceedings without the high cost of full representation.

What is Limited Attorney Representation?

Limited attorney representation means hiring a lawyer for specific legal tasks instead of full case

management. Examples include drafting a divorce petition, preparing discovery, or attending one hearing.

Courts support limited scope services because they help self-represented (pro se) litigants receive proper

legal guidance and avoid costly mistakes.

Contested Divorce Cases

A divorce is contested when spouses cannot agree on key issues like custody, support, or property division.

These cases involve court hearings, evidence, and deadlines. Limited representation helps by allowing

targeted legal assistance during critical moments.

How Limited Representation Works

Under limited representation, the attorney's duties are clearly defined in a written agreement. Services can

include reviewing settlements, coaching for hearings, or preparing motions. Once those tasks are complete,
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representation ends automatically.

Cost and Benefits

Limited representation saves money by reducing legal fees. Clients can pay a flat or hourly rate for specific

tasks rather than ongoing representation. It offers flexibility, transparency, and control over legal expenses.

When to Use Limited Representation

Ideal for clients who:

- Are confident handling part of their case

- Face budget constraints

- Need guidance only on complex steps

- Prefer more control over their divorce process

Not recommended for clients facing domestic violence, complex assets, or high-conflict custody disputes.

How to Find an Attorney

The American Bar Association (ABA) offers a resource page for finding attorneys who provide limited scope

representation across all U.S. states, including Texas:

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/delivery_legal_services/resources/pro_se_unbundling_resource_center/

pro_se_resources_by_state/#tx

Real-Life Scenarios

1. A parent hires an attorney to prepare for a custody hearing.

2. A spouse gets help reviewing financial disclosures and property division.

3. A party negotiates a settlement independently, then pays a lawyer to review the agreement before signing.

Common Challenges

Clients must read agreements carefully to avoid confusion about what the lawyer will handle. Communication
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and clear expectations are key.

Conclusion

Limited attorney representation in contested divorce cases is a practical, affordable, and empowering

approach. It helps clients gain professional legal support when they need it most without paying for

unnecessary full-time representation.

For more information, visit the American Bar Association's resource center:

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/delivery_legal_services/resources/pro_se_unbundling_resource_center/

pro_se_resources_by_state/#tx


